THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053

October 30, 2025

Donald J. Trump

President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

President Trump,

We write as 152 members of the Massachusetts Legislature’s bipartisan, bicameral Food System Caucus to urge
you to use your existing authority to supplement and transfer available funds to continue the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) through the duration of the federal government shutdown.

Failure to act would threaten the food security and well-being of one million Massachusetts residents.

The consequences would extend far beyond individual households. A disruption in SNAP benefits — even brief
— would destabilize our state’s food economy. Over 5,500 retailers participate in SNAP. In many grocery stores,
SNAP purchases account for 20 percent of all spending. Any interruption in these funds would severely and
negatively impact the bottom line of local grocers — businesses large and small — and the jobs they support.
The cascading impact to local farmers, fishers and food producers, will also be quite significant.

In recent months, emergency food providers across the Commonwealth have reported sharp increases in
demand for all food access programs. In response, our Legislature and Administration have prioritized and
expanded investments in state-based anti-hunger initiatives such as the Massachusetts Emergency Food
Assistance Program, Universal Schools Meals, and the Healthy Incentives Program. In light of these
necessary and significant investments, it will be impossible for Massachusetts to also absorb $210 million per
month in federal SNAP payment.

Massachusetts, like other states, simply cannot fill gaps in funding created by the federal government. For every
one meal provided by a food bank, SNAP provides nine meals. If our residents lose access to one of the most
effective and efficient food security programs in the nation, hunger and hardship will rise immediately and
measurably, disproportionately burdening seniors, our children, and individuals living with disabilities.

We therefore urge you to take swift and decisive action to direct funds to sustain SNAP benefits during the
federal government shutdown. The health, dignity, and stability of more than 40 million Americans — one
million of them residents of the Commonwealth — depend on it.



Respectfully,

Senator Jo Comerford

Senator Bruce Tarr

Senator Sal DiDomenico
Representative Tram Nguyen
Representative Steven Ultrino
Rep. Kimberly Ferguson
Representative Tara T. Hong
Senator Jacob Oliveira
Representative Judith Garcia
Rep. James Arena-DeRosa
Senator Rebecca L. Rausch
Senator William J. Driscoll Jr.
Senator Paul Feeney
Representative Paul Donato
Rep. Daniel M. Donahue
Representative Brian W. Murray
Representative Vanna Howard
Representative James Hawkins
Rep. Marjorie C. Decker
Representative Hannah Bowen
Senator Patricia Jehlen

Rep. Bradley H. Jones, Jr.
Representative Todd Smola
Representative David Muradian

Senator Paul Mark

Representative Hannah Kane
Representative Mindy Domb
Senator Dylan Fernandes
Representative John Moran
Representative Sally Kerans
Rep. Tricia Farley-Bouvier
Representative Manny Cruz
Representative Thomas Moakley
Representative Simon Cataldo
Senator Adam Gomez
Representative David T. Vieira
Senator Lydia Edwards
Representative David P. Linsky
Representative Lisa Field
Representative Joan Meschino
Representative Michelle Ciccolo
Representative Kevin Honan
Representative Kathleen LaNatra
Representative Antonio Cabral
Rep. Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr.
Representative Tommy Vitolo
Representative Erika Uyterhoeven
Representative Patricia Duffy
Representative Mike Connolly

Representative Ryan M. Hamilton

Representative Natalie Blais
Representative Andy Vargas
Representative Adrianne Ramos
Representative Natalie Higgins
Senator Robyn Kennedy

Senator Joan Lovely
Representative Amy Mah Sangiolo
Senator Patrick O'Connor
Representative Mark Sylvia

Rep. Ann-Margaret Ferrante
Representative Sam Montano
Senator Ryan Fattman

Senator John Velis
Representative Tom Stanley
Representative Lindsay Sabadosa
Representative Adrian Madaro
Representative Danielle Gregoire
Representative Kelly Pease
Representative Estela Reyes
Representative Tackey Chan
Representative John Barrett I11
Rep. Kate Lipper-Garabedian
Representative Kristin E. Kassner
Representative Joshua Tarsky

Senator Cindy Creem



Representative Danillo Sena
Senator Liz Miranda

Senator Julian Cyr
Representative John Marsi
Senator John Keenan
Representative Bill MacGregor
Representative Sean Garballey
Representative Carole Fiola
Representative Homar Gomez
Rep. Francisco E. Paulino
Senator Kelly Dooner
Representative Shirley Arriaga
Rep. Christopher Worrell

Rep. Richard M. Haggerty
Senator Pavel Payano
Representative Jack Patrick Lewis
Rep Dennis C. Gallagher
Representative Hadley Luddy
Representative Priscila Sousa
Representative Kenneth Sweezey
Representative Colleen Garry
Representative James Arciero
Representative Rodney Elliott
Representative John Lawn
Rep. David Allen Robertson

Representative Alan Silvia

Representative Steven Owens
Senator John J. Cronin
Representative Leigh Davis
Representative Greg Schwartz
Representative Margaret Scarsdale
Representative Paul Frost

Senator Will Brownsberger
Representative Michelle Badger
Representative David LeBoeuf
Representative Kate Donaghue
Representative Jay Livingstone
Senator Peter Durant
Representative Chynah Tyler
Representative Chris Hendricks
Representative Patrick Kearney
Senator Cindy F. Friedman
Senator Michael J. Rodrigues
Representative Michael Kushmerek
Representative James O'Day
Representative Christopher Markey
Senator Michael D. Brady

Representative Alice Peisch

Representative Jenny Armini
Representative Thomas P. Walsh
Representative Jonathan Zlotnik
Senator Barry Finegold

Senator James B. Eldridge
Senator Jason Lewis
Representative Brian Ashe
Representative Adam Scanlon
Representative Edward Philips
Senator Brendan Crighton
Representative Jeffrey N. Roy
Representative Mary S. Keefe
Representative Marcus Vaughn
Representative Aaron Saunders
Representative Bruce Ayers
Representative Sean Reid
Representative Steven S. Howitt
Representative Meghan Kilcoyne

Representative Frank A. Moran

Representative Richard G. Wells, Jr.

Representative Rita Mendes

Representative David M. Rogers

Representative Christopher Flanagan Senator Mike Rush

Senator Mark Montigny
Representative Russell Holmes

Representative Steven J. Ouellette

Representative Bridget Plouffe

Representative Carmine Gentile



