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SITUATIONAL AWARENESS STATEMENT





 

DATE: 
January 27, 2015 
TIME: 
8:00 PM
 

SUBJECT: Major Winter Storm/Blizzard Impacting the State
 
WEATHER:
· 1”-2”/hour snowfall rates at times into this evening across eastern MA and portions of RI. Snowfall will gradually end late tonight into tomorrow morning. An additional 2”-4” in central Massachusetts and 3”-6” along the coast are possible.
· Strong wind gusts continue, particularly along the eastern MA coast and Nantucket. 25-35 MPH across the interior, 40-60 MPH on Cape Cod and the islands. Winds will diminish into the evening and overnight
· Flood waters may not be able to fully recede this evening, leading to some concern for the early Wednesday morning high tide. 
· Temperatures will become very cold overnight and remain cold Wednesday into Wednesday with wind chill value well below zero in central and western MA.
Current Radar Image:
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MEMA OPERATIONS:
The State Emergency Operations Center transitioned to a Level 2 (Partial Activation) at 8:00 p.m. with the following ESFs present:

ESF 1 – Transportation

ESF 3 – Public Works

ESF 6- Sheltering

ESF 8 – Health and Medical

ESF 12 – Energy

ESF 13 – Public Safety and Security

ESF 16 – National Guard

MEMA Regional EOCs in Tewksbury, Bridgewater, and Agawam have closed.

COMMUNITY STATUS:
A total of 116 cities and towns have declared local states of emergency and 78 have activated their local emergency operations centers.

MEMA Regional Offices Update as of 4:15 PM
MEMA Region 1 (northeast MA) reports no issues at this time. 
MEMA Region 2 (southeast MA) reports the following:
· Nantucket – National Grid has energized a feeder line which leads to the Nantucket Cottage Hospital, Nantucket High School (which is being used as a shelter) and the Stop & Shop plaza. Other feeder lines are being worked on. A MEMA Shelter Trailer will be moved to Nantucket on the 1st Ferry to the Island on Wednesday.
· Sandwich –Request for 1 large state plow truck since three of their local plow trucks have broken down. 

· Hull, Plymouth, and Scituate – have released all National Guard assets and are not anticipating a need for additional evacuation resources on Wednesday. 

· Barnstable County MACC – 3 National Guard vehicles have been assigned to transport resources to shelters.

· ARC Nurses will be sent to the 6 regional Barnstable County Shelters at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday (1 nurse to each shelter).

· Provincetown –Route 6A is now open.  They are still nearly 100% out of power.

MEMA Region 3/4 (central and western MA) reports no issues at this time.
SHELTER STATUS as of 8 PM:
A total of 30 shelters are currently open.

· 18 – Independent/Locally Operated managed shelters

· 9 - Locally-Operated/Red Cross Supported

· 3 - Red Cross Managed
· Total population: 374
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS:
Summary of reports received from the Coastal Zone Management Storm Team since the last Situation Report:
· Newbury: Waves breaking on the rocks in front of the houses south of Plum Island Center. 
· Scituate: Northern half of Hummarock Beach (north of Sea Street) inaccessible due to extensive overwash and flooding. 
· Marshfield: Ocean Street at Rt. 139 is impassable due to splashover from a damaged seawall, downed utility lines, flooding, and overwash. Water flow around/under buildings. Damaged stairs, decks, windows, siding, pilings, and foundations. 
· Duxbury: 
· Duxbury Beach residential parking lot impacted, but passable. Beach and dune erosion and damaged sand fencing. 
· Overwash coming through a pre-existing gap in a seawall, flowing around buildings on Gurnet Road. Damaged stairs and walkovers. 
· Gurnet Road at Duxbury Beach bath house impacted due to flooding and overwash, but passable. Water flow around buildings. Beach and dune erosion and damaged sand fencing. 
· Plymouth: 
· Significant overwash and flooding of the seawall and barrier beach caused damage to Bert's Restaurant and partial collapse of Warren Ave (Route 3A). There are also leaning utility poles with transformers on them along the road.
· Moderate flooding of Taylor Ave and 15-20 feet of dune erosion at the south end of Whitehorse Beach.
· Sandwich: 

· Extensive beach and bank erosion up to cottages on White Cap Path at Town Neck Beach, with wind and water damage to cottages. Erosion undermined porches, possibly cottages themselves. Damaged foot/bike path, stairs/walkovers. 
· Town Neck Beach parking area blocked by Jersey barriers and partially covered with sand from overwash. Stairs washed away from walkover. Extensive dune erosion (estimate 18 feet) in proximity to stairs at end of Town Neck Beach boardwalk. 
· White Cap Path flooded. Collapsed deck and erosion in front of house just west of Mermaid Point house. Exposed septic system and drain pipe with upland bank collapsed and eroded away. Wrack and roof shingles, and other debris deposited on access path to beach. 
· Widening overwash just east of Town Neck Beach, with significant material from previous dune nourishment pushed into salt marsh partially filling Mill Creek. No buffer in place for next high tide event. Much of the dune system along Town Neck Beach east of the boardwalk has been eroded away; remaining dunes have lost much of their elevation, width, and vegetation.  

TRANSPORTATION STATUS:
	MassDOT General Information

	· As of 1600 on 1/26/2015,, the MEMA SEOC was stood up to Level 3 (Full Activation) and the ESF1 Desk has been staffed for this event.

· Travel ban lifted for Berkshire, Franklin, Hampton & Hampshire Counties. 

· All of I-90 along with the rest of the state continues with the travel ban

· All Districts are in Snow and Ice Operation.

· MBTA Service suspended for Tuesday, January 27, 2015.

· Most RTAs have suspended service for Tuesday, January 27, 2015.


	MassDOT Highway Conditions and Impacts

	District
	Comments

	Overall/HOC
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	· All Districts continue in snow and ice operations.

· As of noon today, the travel ban has been lifted for Berkshire, Franklin, Hampden and Hampshire Counties.

· All of I-90 along with the rest of the state continues with the travel ban.

· I-90 Westbound at mile marker 6.4 Stockbridge left lane closed due to TT unit jackknife with fuel spill. MSP and MX on scene.

· Raynham US-44 Eastbound at Commerce Way, Road now open.

· 93N exit 14 closed to Morrissey Blvd. due to flooding closed until 6pm.

· Oak Bluffs, Beach Rd at Heart Haven, closed to Edgartown due to high winds and flooding.

· Vineyard Haven, State Road both directions 5 corners to Eastville Rd closed due to high winds and ocean splash over.

· HOV Building in Braintree experiencing a loss of power, electricians en route

· Statewide Summary:

· 3387 Pieces of equipment.

· 754 MassDOT employees.

	District 1 (Lenox)
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	· is in cleanup mode. Roads are mostly wet with some slush. All Depots are scraping and treating.
· 52 Pieces of hired equipment.

· 31 MassDOT pieces of equipment.

· 72 MassDOT employees.

· Max. Snow Amounts reported:

· 1A – 7.60 inches

· 1B – 7 inches

· 1C – 5 inches

· 1D – 5.75 inches

	District 2 (Northampton)
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	· Is reporting snow has stopped in 2A, 2B and northern 2C

· Depots will reduce equipment to minimal crews for drifting and refreeze

· The District Two Storm deck deactivated at 1600 hours

· 199 Pieces of hired equipment

· 53 MassDOT pieces of equipment.

· 117 MassDOT employees.

· Max. Snow Amounts reported:

· 2A – 17 inches

· 2B – 10 inches

· 2C – 12.15 inches

	District 3 (Worcester)
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	· Is reporting moderate to heavy snow. Roadways are snow covered. The district is plowing the roads.
· 543 Pieces of hired equipment.
· 51 MassDOT pieces of equipment.
· 159 MassDOT employees
· Max. Snow Amounts reported:
· 3A – 25 inches
· 3B – 29 inches
· 3C - 29 inches

	District 4 (Arlington)
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	· Is reporting light to moderate snow. Roadways are snow covered. The district continues to plow the roads.

· 1022 Pieces of hired equipment.

· 28 MassDOT pieces of equipment.

· 141 MassDOT employees.

· Max. Snow Amounts reported:

· 4A – 28.50 inches

· 4B – 28 inches

· 4C - 26 inches

	District 5 (Taunton)
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	· Is reporting moderate to heavy snow. Roadways are slush and snow covered. The district is plowing the roads.
· 1030 Pieces of hired equipment.
· 24 MassDOT pieces of equipment.
· 140 MassDOT employees.
· Max. Snow Amounts reported:
· 5A - 28 inches
· 5B – 24 inches
· 5C- 22 inches
· 5D – 19 inches
· 5E - 18 inches

	District 6 (Boston)
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	· Is reporting moderate to heavy snow. Roadways snow covered. The district is plowing the roads.

· No Diesel fuel for “gas” pumps at satellite maintenance facilities. Regular fuel is avaiable 

· 373 Pieces of hired equipment.

· 53 MassDOT pieces of equipment.

· 137 MassDOT employees

· Max. Snow Amounts reported:

· 6A - 30 inches

· 6B – 31 inches

· 6C – 33.50 inches

· 6D – 23.50 inches


	MassDOT Transit Conditions and Impacts

	MBTA - All service suspended for Tuesday (1/27/2015).
All Regional Transit Authorities (with the exception of Vineyard Transit Authority) have suspended service for Tuesday, January 27, 
2015.
All Amtrak service on the Downeaster Line between Maine and Boston and the Springfield line is now suspended through Tuesday, January 27, 2015.
The Steamship Authority has suspended all of Tuesday’s ferry service for the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket.


UTILITIES STATUS:
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Customer Outage Numbers as of 8:00 PM: 

NSTAR  10,914
National Grid  11,087
WMECO  0
Unitil  0

Total: 22,001
INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS:
The following is a summary of reports since the last update: 

Department of Conservation and Recreation
DCR reports the following:

· ESF 1 (Transportation) request for assistance (Ref # 135731): Town of Malden requested assistance due to equipment failure. DCR is sending one Machine Equipment Operator and a Front End Loader for two hours to help assist with opening roads in the center of town.

· All schools within DCR crossing guard jurisdiction have now cancelled classes for Wednesday 01/28/15.

Department of Public Safety

DPS reports no significant changes or issues at this time. 
PUBLIC SAFETY STATUS:
The following is a summary of reports since the last update:
MA State Police

MSP reports the following:

· Troops A: No significant issues or accidents. 
· Troop B:
· No significant issues, road closures or accidents. 
· All DIS personnel assigned at 1500 hours to resume normal mission. 

· All day shift uniform personnel will secure 1530 hours.

· Troop C:
· Report roadways are passable. MassDOT is treating roadways. 
· No day shift personnel have been held over. No evening shift personnel were called in early. Troop strength is 22 over minimum. 
· The MANG assets that were staged within Troop C were released at 1430hrs.
· Troop D: 
· MassDOT is still maintaining the roadways.

· Troop D manpower adjusted to reflect DIS officers for a total of 116.

· Several minor spinouts and crashes.
· Troop E:
· E-3 / SP Westfield: TT Unit removed from I-90 WB Stockbridge (6.4 mm).  Left lane remains closed for fuel spill cleanup.  
· Troop F:
· Logan Airport: Airport status- closed.
· Hanscom: Airport status- closed. Opening target of Weds. Based on current snow fall and removal activities.

· Worcester: Airport status- closed.
· Conley Container Terminal: No significant issues.Port status- open. 
· Seaport: One power line went down near Blue Hills Bank Pavilion.  National Grid on scene and removed same.  Roadway cleared.

· Charlestown Properties: No significant issues. 
 
STAY INFORMED
For additional information and updated forecasts, see www.weather.gov/boston (National Weather Service Taunton) and www.weather.gov/albany (National Weather Service Albany)

 

Utilize Massachusetts Alerts to receive emergency notifications and information from the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency and the National Weather Service.  Massachusetts Alerts is a free app that is available for Android and iPhones. To learn more about Massachusetts Alerts, and for information on how to download the free app onto your smartphone, visit: www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp.

Utilize MEMA’s real-time power outage viewer to stay informed about current power outages in your community and region, and across the state, including information from utility companies about restoration times: http://mema.mapsonline.net/public.html
Online Resources:
For additional information and resources, visit:
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency at www.mass.gov/mema
MEMA's Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA
MEMA Twitter: @MassEMA
Federal Emergency Management Agency at www.fema.gov
National Weather Service/Taunton at www.weather.gov/boston
National Weather Service/Albany, NY at www.weather.gov/albany
National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center: http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center:  http://www.spc.noaa.gov/
Northeast River Forecast Center: http://www.weather.gov/nerfc/
Mass211 at www.mass211.org
