PROCEDURES LITE—

A VOLUNTARY OPTION FOR 

PARENTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

TO OPT OUT OF PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS

The Procedures Lite option evolved from discussions at the annual Special Education Day events.  Many participants cited the paperwork and regulatory requirements as realities that impede relationships and trust between parents and schools, and take time away from teaching and learning for students. At events in 2006 and 2007, Marcia Mittnacht, the State Director for Special Education of the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, sanctioned this option, stating that the regulations and laws allow alternate ways to provide special education and related services for a student, based on voluntary agreements between parents and school districts.   She coined this option, “Procedures Lite.”

The purposes of the Procedures Lite option are to: 

· Promote effective services by streamlining special education procedures

· Enhance communication and trust between schools and parents by exchanging thoughts​​​​​, ideas, and concerns without the backdrop of cumbersome regulatory requirements

· Allow for more time for teaching and learning.

· And, most importantly, to focus efforts on student learning by diminishing bureaucracy and reducing paperwork to improve student performance

We suggest that eligibility of Schools and Parents to develop Procedures Lite agreements should be limited to those students/parents/schools who have successfully completed at least one year of special education programs/services under an accepted and implemented Individualized Education Program (IEP) in the School.  We also suggest that parties may wish to consider using the Procedures Lite option for two years and then in the third year, revert to federal and state procedures for the development of the IEP. Assuming that IEP is accepted and implemented, the parties may wish to again opt for the Procedures Lite option going forward.

SPEDCO developed the model agreement that is attached as a non-binding prototype that parties may wish to adapt and develop between themselves. Upon request, SPEDCO remains available to support and assist the parties.

CAVEAT:  If parents or school districts that wish to pursue Procedures Lite have concerns or questions about this option, they should consult with their attorney.

DRAFT MODEL AGREEMENT FOR PARTIES TO DEVELOP AND ADAPT 

AGREEMENT TO PROCEED WITH PROCEDURES LITE INSTEAD OF THE REGULATORY SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS

We, the parents of ________________________________ (Parents and Student) and the responsible school district________________(School) undertake this Procedures Lite Pilot Project. 

1. We agree to suspend state and federal special education procedural requirements during the implementation of Procedures Lite for one year from the date we enter into this Agreement.

2. We understand that either party (Parents or School) can unilaterally end this Procedures Lite Agreement and revert to the requirements of state and federal special education laws (the IDEA and Chapter 71B of the Mass. Gen. Laws) at any time during the year.

3. We understand that the School’s obligation to provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) to the Student is not affected by the parties’ agreement to utilize Procedures Lite. 

4. We understand that an Individualized Education Program (IEP) will be replaced by a one-page Student Learning Plan (SLP) listing the services, goals, approaches, accommodations and modifications necessary to provide a FAPE for the Student.

5. We agree that during the time Procedures LITE is in effect, we will not:

· _____convene the Team meeting to develop an IEP.

· _____develop an IEP.

· _____ send/receive periodic parent notices.

· _____conduct procedurally required evaluations

6. We have discussed and reviewed Procedures Lite and understand how it works.

7. We understand that both parties (Parents and School) forever WAIVE their rights to appeal all issues under all state and federal laws that may arise during the pendency of their agreement to proceed by using Procedures Lite, including all rights related to compensatory services or damages.  

8. We agree that the Procedures Lite agreement means that the above specified procedural requirements will be replaced by verbal communication and progress/ update meetings to review the Student’s performance, needs, issues, and necessary programs and services.  

9. We agree to participate in this promising pilot project voluntarily and to communicate clearly and regularly for the benefit of the Student. 

Signed 

________________________________________________________________________  

Parents, for themselves and their minor child, ________________(Student’s name)

Date____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Administrator, for the __________________School District

Date____________________________________________________________________

